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The governments of Peru, Colombia and Bolivia are facing huge cuts in US anti-narcotics assistance.
According to the New York Times, President Bill Clinton is considering a major change in the
country's anti-drug strategy, including the virtual elimination of aid to Andean coca producing
nations. According to White House officials cited by the Times, the Clinton administration is
conducting an "extensive classified review" of different aspects of national security policy, including
drug eradication and interdiction programs. In January, Congress slashed military and economic
assistance for Peru, Colombia and Bolivia after concluding that the aid was failing to achieve its
objective of reducing drug production. The current review is expected to result in further cutbacks
in the Andean Initiative a five-year, US$2.2 billion plan developed by the Bush administration which
focused on bringing the military institutions in Bolivia, Colombia and Peru into local eradication
and interdiction efforts. Officials said the policy review represented the first step in a reorientation
of the budget toward domestic anti- drug programs in the US aimed at reducing the demand for
drugs. Such programs will emphasize education, rehabilitation, and local and state law enforcement.
In a recent article in the Washington Post, Peter Reuter of the Rand corporation's Drug Policy
Research Center asserted that the drug war is quietly slipping off the political map. "With little
fanfare, the Clinton administration is de- escalating that [drug] war," said Reuter. "In the recent
White House staff cuts, the office of the drug czar lost 121 of 146 staff positions, with little media
attention and no public outcry." In addition, although Clinton promised to elevate the head of
the government's anti-drug office to cabinet rank, he has not yet nominated anyone to fill the
position. Nevertheless, Clinton is likely to face some serious opposition to the reorientation of US
drug policy from government sectors which have benefitted from the existing strategy. The total
federal anti-drug budget more than US$12 billion for this fiscal year doubled in size under Bush,
with the international program sector of that budget experiencing the most rapid growth. The
Pentagon alone received a quadrupling in spending on military efforts to detect drug trafficking
abroad. Not surprisingly, an unidentified staff member on the House Foreign Affairs Committee
cited by the Latinamerica Press said the Defense Department will actively oppose the scrapping of
the military component of the "war on drugs". Similarly, the cuts are expected to be opposed by
the Andean governments, notwithstanding their dissatisfaction with some elements of the Andean
Initiative. US anti-drug aid and balance of payments assistance which has been conditioned on
success in eradication of coca crops have become an important source of foreign exchange for
Colombia and Bolivia. Total US aid to all three countries increased from almost zero in 1989 to the
Bush administration's record request for US$387 million in the current fiscal year, a request which
was scaled back by Congress. In the final appropriation decisions, Congress only granted US$174
million in anti-drug aid. Of the three countries, Peru has benefitted the least. Aid to Peru has been
held up for a variety of reasons, including the government's human rights record, President Alberto
Fujimori's initial refusal to allow the military to participate in the fight against narcotics, the 1992
"auto- golpe," and the Peruvian Air Force's downing of a US military cargo plane. As in the past two
years, the US$30 million in balance of payments assistance allocated for Peru for the 1993 fiscal year
will not be disbursed due to the country's political situation and human rights record. In response
to the reports of potential reductions in anti-drug and balance of payments assistance, on March
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27 Fujimori said he hopes any drop in funds coming from the US could be compensated by aid
from European countries. According to Fujimori, in the 1991-1992 period Peru only received US$11
million in aid from the US, an amount which he called "insignificant." (Sources: Latinamerica Press
(Lima), 03/18/93; New York Times, 03/25/93; Spanish news service EFE, 03/26-28/93; Agence FrancePresse, 03/28/93)

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute.
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

